
 

 

 
 

  
Direct Instruction Drives Success for Bilingual Students  
At Houston Elementary School  
 
Raymond Academy is a magnet school focused on engineering for Grade K–4 
students in Texas’ Aldine Independent School District. With more than half of its 
students classified as English language learners, Raymond Academy implemented a 
bilingual reading strategy in 2006 using several Direct Instruction programs from 
SRA/McGraw-Hill under the leadership of Principal Linda Miller. As a result, the 
first group of students that had started the bilingual class as Kindergarteners three 
years ago have earned outstanding scores on the Grade 2 level of the Texas English 
Language Proficiency Assessment System (TELPAS), designed to assess the 
progress of limited English profic
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Of the Grade 2 bilingual classes, 83% of students scored Advanced or Advanced 
High on the TELPAS Reading in 2009. The Grade 2 self-contained class had 23% 
of students new to English on the campus score Advanced or Advanced High in 
English reading. 
 
In fact, the TELPAS comprehension score for the bilingual students has increased 
every year since implementation. In 2007, as Kindergarteners, the average 
comprehension score was 1.7.  In 2008, at the end of Grade 1, the average 
comprehension score was 2.9. And in 2009, the average comprehension score of the 
Grade 2 students was 3.1. 
 
SRA/McGraw-Hill’s Direct Instruction is an integral part of Raymond Academy’s 


