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• Make a copy of the blackline master of the 

Transition Placement Test (page G30) for 

each student.

• Part 1 of the test consists of ten vocabulary 

words and a reading passage. The vocabulary 

word reading is not scored. The reading 

passage contains 159 words and is timed and 

scored.

• Part 1 of the test is to be administered 

individually to the students. They should not 

observe others taking the test. Part 1 requires 

about three minutes per student. You will 

need a stopwatch.

• Part 2 of the test may be presented to all the 

students at the same time. Part 2 requires the 

students to write answers to comprehension 

questions about the part 1 passage. Students 

have two minutes to complete part 2.

Test Administration 
Directions
Part 1—Vocabulary Word Reading 
(Not Scored)

 a. (Call a student to a corner of the room, 

where the test will be given.)

 b. (Give a copy of the test to the student.)

• (Teacher reference:)

 

 1. expert 2. clinic
 3. interest 4. changes
 5. themselves 6. people
 7. difference 8. mirror
 9. through 10. practicing

 c. (Point to the column of words at the top of 

the test. Tell the student:) Touch word 1. 

(Pause.) That word is expert.
 d. (Repeat step c for words 2–10.)

 e. Your turn to read those words.

 f. Word 1. What word?

• (Repeat for words 2–10.)

 g. (Repeat step f until firm.)

Part 1—Passage Reading

 h. (Point to the passage in part 1.)

 i. (Tell the student:) You’re going to read this 

passage out loud. I want you to read it as 

well as you can. Don’t try to read it so fast 

that you make mistakes. But don’t read it so 
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  Bill tried to say things that would 

interest other people. He asked 

questions and tried to get people to 

talk about themselves. He said things 

that were funny. He talked faster and 

louder. He tried to smile more when 

he talked. But all those changes made 

no difference. After Bill was through 

speaking, everybody else was 

sleeping.

  One day, Bill was at home. He was 

practicing in front of the mirror. He 

smiled, moved around a lot, and talked 

to the mirror.

  Just then the door bell rang. Bill 

opened the door and saw a woman 

who said, “I am an expert at making 

people sleep. I work for the Sleep 

More Clinic. We help people who have 

trouble sleeping. I hear that you can 

make people sleep, too.”

  “Yes,” Bill said. “If I speak for a 

while, people will sleep.”

  “That is interesting,” the sleep 

expert said. “Can you explain why 

people sleep?”

  “Yes, I can,” Bill said.

(After reading the passage, say) At the bottom of 

the page are questions about the passage. 

Read the questions to yourself. Write or 

underline the answers. You have three minutes 

to finish.

 d. (Time the students. Collect the test sheets 

after three minutes.)

Answer Key Part 2
 1. What was the first name of the man in

  the story?  ___________________________

 2. Underline 4 things he did to try to be more 
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Bill tried to say things that w
ould
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