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Administering the 
Placement Test
As a rule of thumb, students who have 

successfully completed Reading Mastery 
Signature Edition, Grade 1 or a first grade 

reading program should be able to succeed in 

Reading Mastery Signature Grade 2. However, 

this rule may not apply to all students, 

particularly those who can decode words 

silently but cannot read aloud with sufficient 

accuracy (no more than two errors 

per hundred words). Also, students who 

are extremely weak in answering written 

comprehension questions should not go 

into Reading Mastery Signature Edition, 
Grade 2.

The reproducible Placement Test on page 

76 determines the rate-accuracy and 

comprehension performance of students. 

Administer the test to all students before 

placing them in Reading Mastery Signature 
Edition, Grade 2 or Reading Mastery 
Signature Edition, Transition. The test 

results will provide you with:

• “baseline” information about students’ 

reading rate and accuracy.

• a basis for gauging the process of 

students who are prepared to begin 

Grade 2.

• a means of identifying students who 

need the additional instruction and 

practice provided by Transition and 

those who should be placed in a 

Grade 1 sequence.

Instructions

• Make a copy of the blackline master of the 

Transition Placement Test (page 76) for 

each student.

• Part 1 of the test consists of ten 

vocabulary words and a reading passage. 

The vocabulary word reading is not 

scored. The reading passage contains 159 

words and is timed and scored.

• Part 1 of the test is to be administered 

individually to the students. They should 

not observe others taking the test. Part 1 

requires about three minutes per student. 

You will need a stopwatch.

• Part 2 of the test may be presented to all 

the students at the same time. Part 2 

requires the students to write answers to 

comprehension questions about the part 1 

passage. Students have two minutes to 

complete part 2.

Test Administration Directions

Part 1—Vocabulary Word Reading 
(Not Scored)

 a. (Call a student to a corner of the room, 

where the test will be given.)

 b. (Give a copy of the test to the student.)

 • (Teacher reference:)

 

 1. expert  7. difference
 2. clinic  8. mirror
 3. interest  9. through
 4. changes  10. practicing
 5. themselves 11. questions
 6. people
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    One day, Bill was at home. He was 
practicing in front of the mirror. He 
smiled, moved around a lot, and talked 
to the mirror.

    Just then the door bell rang. Bill opened 
the door and saw a woman who said, “I 
am an expert at making people sleep. I 
work for the Sleep More Clinic. We help 
people who have trouble sleeping. I hear 
that you can make people sleep, too.”

    “Yes,” Bill said. “If I speak for a while, 
people will sleep.”

    “That is interesting,” the sleep expert 
said. “Can you explain why people 
sleep?”

    “Yes, I can,” Bill said.

(After reading the passage, say) At the 

bottom of the page are questions about the 

passage. Read the questions to yourself. 

Write or underline the answers. You have two 

minutes to finish.

 d. (Time the students. Collect the test 

sheets after two minutes.)

Answer Key Part 2
 1. What was the first name of the man in

  the story?  ___________________________

 2. Underline 4 things he did to try to be 
more interesting.

 • frown more • talk louder

 • smile more • talk softer

 • whisper • talk faster

 • ask questions • talk slower

 • answer questions

 3. His problem was that he

 • was old • had fi ve dogs

 • put people to sleep

 4. He practiced in front of
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Bill tried to say things that w
ould

interest other people.  He asked
questions and tried to get people 
to talk about them

selves.  He said
things that w

ere funny.  He talked
faster and louder.  He tried to sm

ile
m

ore w
hen he talked.  But all those

changes m
ade no difference.  A

fter
Bill w

as through speaking, everybody
else w

as sleeping.

O
ne day, Bill w

as at hom
e.  He

w
as practicing in front of the m

irror.
He sm

iled, m
oved around a lot, and

talked to the m
irror.

Just then the door bell rang.  Bill
opened the door and saw

 a w
om

an
w

ho said, “I am
 an expert at m

aking
people sleep.  I w

ork for the Sleep
M

ore C
linic.  W

e help people w
ho

have trouble sleeping.  I hear that
you can m

ake people sleep, too.”

Yes,” Bill said.  “If I speak for a
w

hile, people w
ill sleep.”

“That is interesting,” the sleep
expert said.  “C

an you explain w
hy

people sleep?”

“Yes, I can,” Bill said.

1.
expert

2.
clinic

3.
interest

4.
changes

5.
them

selves
6.

people
7.

difference
8.

m
irror

9.
through

10.
practicing

11.
questions

1.
W

hat w
as the first nam

e of the m
an in the story?

2.
Underline 4 things he did to try to be m

ore 
interesting.

• frow
n m

ore

• sm
ile m

ore

• w
hisper

• ask questions

• answ
er questions

3.
His problem

 w
as that he

• w
as old 

• had five dogs 
• put people to sleep

4.
He practiced in front of

• his w
ife

• the m
irror

• the TV

5.
W

ho cam
e over w

hen he w
as practicing?

• a sleeper
• a dog expert

• a sleep expert

6.
N

am
e the place w

here she w
orked.

P
art 1

P
art 2

•
talk louder

•
talk softer

•
talk faster

•
talk slow

er
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