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Improving Writing Performance 

By Ronald C. Martella 

“Writing today is not a frill for the few, but an 

essential skill for the many.”  

– The National Commission on Writing in America’s Schools and Colleges

Writing is critical to success. Every day, for  everything 
from taking class notes to creating reports and  answering 
essay questions, students need good writing skills. 

Forty-nine of the 50 states require a measure of  writing 
competency for high school students to  graduate or 
include writing assessments as part of statewide testing. 
The SATs added a writing component in 2005 that 
accounts for one-third of a student’s total score. 

Beyond school, the workplace demands ever-increasing 
skills in writing. Many jobs require writing reports,  taking 
notes related to job activities, and communicating 
through e-mail with colleagues and other parties. More 
than 90 percent of midcareer professionals recently 
cited the “need to write effectively” as a skill of 
“great importance” in their day-to-day work.
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Students become good writers only when they can 
 independently function as both author and secretary 
and apply the skills of both roles with little conscious 
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English Language Learners Show Promise

As the tables below show, English Language Learners 
made educationally signifi cant improvements in all three 
measures of the writing areas for Evaluations I and II. 
While more research with a larger sample group needs to 
be completed, these results are encouraging.

Authors Incorporate Teacher Feedback

Evaluations showed teachers were generally pleased with the 
preliminary versions of Language for  Writing. They liked 
the sequencing of the skills and saw  students improve. 
However, in Evaluation I, teachers clearly indicated that 
the lessons were taking too long. Authors revised lesson 
lengths based on this input. In Evaluation II, teachers 
saw Language for Writing as an excellent program.

Research Points to Language for Writing

The primary purpose of the evaluation of Language for 
Writing prior to publication was to provide  feedback to 
the program authors and refi ne the program on the basis 
of data gathered during the fi eld test of the program. 
Results from Evaluations I and II found educationally 
signifi cant improvements in every area of writing across 
all classrooms that provided pretest and posttest results. 
Clearly, this is a fi rst step in  validating the Language 
for Writing program. Although there were constraints 
in the experimental design, the importance of these 
fi ndings cannot be understated. The fi eld-test research 
demonstrates that the direct and explicit teaching 
incorporated in Language for Writing can improve the 
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in the Department of Counseling, Educational, and 
Developmental Psychology at Eastern Washington University. 
He has worked for more than nineteen years with students 

with and without disabilities in public and private school 
settings. Dr. Martella has written or co-written more than 
ninety books, book chapters, journal articles, and manuals and 
currently serves on four editorial boards of refereed journals. 

References 

Bain, A. M., Bailet, L. L., & Moats, L. C. (1991).  Written 
language disorders: Theory into practice. Austin, TX: Pro-Ed. 

Dixon, R. C., Isaacson, S., & Stein, M. (2002).  Effective 
strategies for teaching writing. In E. J. Kame’enui, 



8

Isaacson, S. L. (1994). Integrating process, product, 
and purpose: The role of instruction. Reading & Writing 
 Quarterly: Overcoming learning diffi culties, 10, 39-62.

Johnson, K.R. & Layng, T.V.J. (1992). Breaking the 
 structuralist barrier: Literacy and numeracy with 
 fl uency, American Psychologist, 47, 1475-1490.

Kame’enui, E. J., Carnine, D. W., Dixon, R. C., 
Simmons, D. C., & Coyne, M.D. (2002). Effective teaching 
strategies that accommodate diverse learners. Upper Saddle 
River, NJ: Merrill/Prentice Hall.

Light, R.J. (2001). Making the Most of College. Cambridge, 
MA: Harvard University Press.

Meese, R. (2001). Teaching learners with mild 
disabilities: Integrating research and practice (2nd ed.). 
Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.

Morocco, C.C., Dalton, B. M., & Tivnan, T. (1990, April). 
The impact of computer-supported writing  instruction 
on the writing quality of 4th grade students with and 

without  learning disabilities.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (Apple RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Coated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages true
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth 8
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.33333
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org?)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /ENU <FEFF004600440043002000440069007300740069006t00
    0.000yW0Csth 256
    /DFXSett000
  /Encodek4Csth 256
  ftt000gs /GrayImag    0    0.0 >> eh 8
  /MonrhCImag falsett000
    0  
    /HSsett000
    0 B<
      0  
    /HSsett000
  wc fawc f//www.lseSveCo[5.669 5.669]ett000
plsedevice


