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As implied by its title, Language for Thinking focuses

on the reasoning and critical-thinking skills that

are necessary for success in school. Building on the 

vocabulary and concepts introduced in Language for 
Learning, the program introduces many new tracks that

teach students how to solve problems, follow complex

instructions, and understand detailed narratives.

The general format of both programs is similar, but the 

activities in Language for Thinking are more complexg
and require more independent work from students. 

You begin each lesson in Language for Thinking by

presenting exercises from the Presentation Book. But

instead of pointing to pictures in your book, you have

students refer to their own Picture Books. Students also

complete daily activities in their Workbooks. Some of 

these activities involve both written work and picture

tasks.

Language for Thinking can be used with the following 

students:

■ Students who have completed, or almost 

completed, Language for LearniTm
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Workbook

The Workbook contains written activities that students 

complete during each daily lesson. Each student in the

class needs a Workbook. Some Workbook activities

are done under your direction, and some are done as

independent seat work.

Additional Materials

Assessment Handbook. This handbook contains fifteenfi

program assessments (one after every tenth lesson) that

allow you to monitor each student’s understanding

of the contents of the program. The assessments also

evaluate each student’s language production. The

Assessment Handbook is used in conjunction with the 

Assessment Picture Book.

Behavioral Objectives Booklet. This booklet lists

the language concepts and thinking skills taught in

the program, along with the behavioral goals to be

achieved by individual students.

Skills Profile Folder. fi This folder provides a convenient 

way for you to record the dates individual students 

master specifi c skills.fi

Answer Key. This key provides answers to the 

Workbook lessons.

Program Contents
As shown by the Scope and Sequence Chart on the 

next page, Language for Thinking contains seven

groups of tracks, each of which teaches a related set of

language concepts and thinking skills. Exercises from a 

particular group of tracks occur repeatedly over a span

of lessons.

Review Lessons

The Review exercises in the fi rst ten lessons provide fi

an intensive review of major tracks from the last part 

of Language for Learning. The review lessons are

especially important for three groups of students:

■ First- or second-grade students who completed 

Language for Learning at the end of spring 

semester and are beginning Language for 
Thinking in the fall semester

■ First- or second-grade students who did not quite 

complete the lessons in Language for Learning

■  First- or second-grade students, as well as

older students, who have not had Language for 
Learning but pass the Language for Thinking
Entry Test

Students in the Fast Cycle sequence (see page 41) who

finishfi Language for Learning in the middle of the 

school year and go directly into Language for Thinking
do not need the review lessons. These students can 

begin Language for Thinking at lesson 11. 

Information and Background 

Knowledge

In the Information and Background Knowledge 

exercises, students acquire basic information about the

world. They learn the names of common objects and 

their parts, the relationship between these objects and 

their parts, and the functions of these parts.

They also learn the meanings of yesterday, today,

and tomorrow; how to locate and interpret dates on a 

calendar; and how to write the days of the week and 

the months and seasons of the year. Finally, they learn

about specifi c locations—such as parks, jungles, andfi

beaches—and the names of common landforms, such

as hills, mountains, valleys, lakes, and rivers.
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Language for Thinking Scope and Sequence
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Reasoning and Critical Thinking

In the Reasoning and Critical Thinking exercises,

students learn how to sol


