


“�I am better at reading because  

of Corrective Reading. I know 

because my mom, a lot of my 

friends, and my teachers have 

noticed I am doing a better 

job. I now understand what I 

read because it helped me to 

understand that it’s OK to track 

and sound out words.”

  Grade 7 Student, Level C, Lesson 17



In 2001, Reid Lyon, head of the National Institute of 
Child Health and Human Development (NICHD), 
gave testimony before the House of Representative’s 
Subcommittee on Education and the Workforce, in which 
he pointed out the strong relationship between Reading 
failure and other social problems. 

Of children who will eventually drop out of school, over 
75% will report difficulties learning to read. Only 2% 
of students receiving special or compensatory education 
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classrooms and some resource classrooms. Holland said 
almost all students with disabilities achieved academic 
progress, but some achievements were more dramatic  
than others. 

“One Grade 5 student who read below the Grade 2 level 
when he started Corrective Reading finished the year 

reading close to the Grade 4 level,” she said. “Not only 
was his academic improvement remarkable, but so was  
his confidence. Now he’s no longer ashamed to read in 
front of his classmates. When we asked students to  
record what they thought of the program at the end of  
the year, he wrote, ‘I think my reading has improved  
since the beginning of the year. I can read more and faster 
than ever.’ ”

Fidelity Counts
Holland said students in classes where teachers follow  
the program with fidelity make more gains. One Grade 7 
student who had been in a self-contained Educable 
Mentally Disabled (EMD) class for five years achieved  
a 20-point gain in MAP scores. In fall 2005, before 
Corrective Reading, he scored 159 – below the scoring 
range. By spring 2006, he scored 179. 

“Even though he wasn’t at grade level, that 20-point  
gain is significant because the typical Grade 7 gain is  
three points. If he continues to make gains above  
average, he’ll eventually be closer to grade level than  
ever before,” she said. 

 

     our 癓pecial 癅ducation students are going to develop the skills needed for success in school.� Laura Holland, Instructional Supervisor for Special Education
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“During the 2006–2007 school year, we implemented 
an inclusion model for our intensive Reading classes, 
which include Special Education students,” she said. 
“Our district’s Special Education Reading supervisors 
recommended Corrective Reading as the core program 
rather than the Special Education course already in place, 
and we look forward to student progress. Our ESOL 
students also experience the program, but within a  
small group of their peers.”

One of Shillings’ teachers told her she has had former 
students, now attending high school, return to tell her how 
much they benefited from the use of Corrective Reading  
in their Reading and content area coursework. 

Students Experience Success
Karen Hemmer is the Reading Coach at Lakeside  
Junior High School. She is a firm believer in  
Corrective Reading because she has seen the results 
firsthand since she began teaching it in 1999.



Sanger High School
Sanger, California

When Sanger High School was 
classified as “Underachieving” 
by the state in 2001, educators 
implemented Corrective Reading in 
Grades 9–12 with 179 students at the 



Success in reading is translating into success in other 
subjects as well. “English teachers are the most enthusiastic 
about the program as they see a definite improvement in their 
students’ Reading abilities. Freshmen and Sophomores 



Tulare City Elementary School District

Tulare, CaliforniaIn fall 2004, Tulare City Elementary School District educators piloted SRA•s Corrective Reading with struggling readers in Grades 4–7.at three schools. Within three months, teachers saw particular improvement  among students classi�ed as English-Language Learners (ELL) on both the  Gates-MacGinitie Reading Test (GMRT) and on California•s Academic Performance Index (API). The  API is a numeric index ranging from a low of 200 to a high of 1,000. It measures a school•s academic growth from year to year. Many ELL students demonstrated substantial growth on the GMRT after only-13 weeks with Corrective Reading, compared to their average yearly-growth before the program. For example, prior to Corrective Reading,  Grade 5 students at Roosevelt Elementary School averaged �ve months of growth in one year. After 13 weeks with  the program, Grade 5 students averaged seven months growth. Grade 6 students at Mulcahy Middle School also improved – they averaged eight months growth after  13 weeks with Corrective Reading versus six months growth after one year.Solving Students• NeedsSince the Corrective Reading pilot was so successful,  the program was adopted district-wide with struggling readers in Grades 4–8 at the start of the 2005–2006  school year.  I n  addition, Reading Mastery, another  SRA Direct Instruction program, is now used for Intervention in Grades K–6. Two of the elementary schools also use Reading Mastery with accelerated students. These curricula choices have played a part in the district•s increasing API scores. Scores among all students, as well as ELL students, have increased. Lynn Neeley, Title I Resource Teacher at Los Tules Middle School, said the program is de�nitely-one of the reasons why her school•s API scores soared by 38 points among all students and 40 points among English-Language Learners from 2005 to 2006. “Corrective Reading encourages English-Language .11-.1454CnT
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“That’s because the district’s elementary schools are 
intervening early by using Reading Mastery and  
Corrective Reading with struggling students. 

“For example, during the 2005–2006 school year, roughly  
200 students were placed in Corrective Reading. By the 
2006–2007 school year, the number dropped to 118. That 
is really significant,” Neely said.

The Tulare City Elementary School District has placed 
instructional aides in elementary and middle schools to 
help with the intervention process. Neeley said four aides 
teach the program at her school.

“With very little training, they are able to teach the program  
successfully. Everything comes down to the quality of 
teaching, and in two of our classrooms, 100% of students 
grew more than one year with Corrective Reading.”

Positive Student Feedback
Title I Resource Teacher/Intervention Specialist Charlene 
Stringham oversees the district’s Direct Instruction 

implementation and professional development. She said 
Corrective Reading works particularly well with ELL 
and Special Education students because of its consistent 
delivery format.

“That’s a crucial element ensuring success for these 



Chipman Middle School

Alameda , Ca l i forn iaThe success of Chipman Middle School was so evident that First Lady Laura Bush visited the  school to observe the classrooms and learn the story behind their  academic improvement.  After SRA/McGraw-Hillş The REACH System  (a compilation of Direct Instruction programs, including Corrective Reading, Spelling Through Morphographs, and Reasoning and Writing) was fully implemented with students reading two or more years below grade level in August 2002, Academic Performance Index (API)  scores began to rise, and the achievement gap among  low-income students began to close.The API is a numeric index that indicates a schoolş academic achievement. It ranges from a low of 200 to a high of 1,000 (800 is the goal). By 2006, low-income students achieved their highest API score ever: 6775 This was 121 points higher than their 2001 score of 556, before The REACH System began.Three-Tiered Literacy ApproachThe REACH System has become a key element in Chipman Middle Schoolş three-tiered approach to literacy. But, Reading success wasnţ always the case at this school. For many years, teachers employed an eclectic approach  to literacy instruction5 With a yearly student turnover rate of approximately 33%, many children coming into the school were reading far below grade level5 Test scores were distressingly low. In fact, 55% of all students in Grades 6¾8 read below grade level5 The state of California also labeled the school »Underperforming.¼Under the leadership of Principal Laurie McLachlan Fry, the school underwent a major reform initiative that included professional development for all teachers, new curricula, and a new emphasis on student assessment. Now assessments are used to place students into one of three groups: benchmark students (reading at or above grade level), strategic students (reading one or two years below grade level), and intensive intervention students (reading more than two years below grade level).School Attracts National Attention  
for C losing Achievement Gap

*Before The REACH System began.12



All students in need of intensive intervention experience  
The REACH System because it provides highly effective 
Reading and Language Arts Intervention. 

Spreading Success  
Across Subjects
Many students have learned to read 
so well with The REACH System 
that they have moved from the 
intensive intervention program into 

the strategic program. The first year of implementation had 
eight sections of intervention classes. By the third year, 
there were only five sections. 

McLachlan Fry said, “After fully implementing  
The REACH System, our success has been extraordinary,” 







Chief Leschi School
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  change the life course of a student.T 

   Assistant Principal Jennifer Pierce
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S� My name is Gustavo and IRm in 

Corrective Reading.

 Since IRve been in 

 

Corrective Reading,

 I have improved 

so much now I donRt even have to 

struggle on pronouncing a word. 

IRm one hundred percent sure that I 

have improved because my Reading 

grade has gone up to an QA R.T

 

 Grade 6 Student, Level C, Lesson 56
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could make a difference in reading abilities, as measured 
by tests of decoding, spelling, and comprehension.

“The most astounding results for high school students were 
found in an attitude survey. We discovered that students in 
Corrective Reading had greatly improved attitudes toward 
reading. Before the program began, 34% had an overall 
positive response to reading. After Corrective Reading, 
70% reported positive attitudes, while the comparison 
group remained at 34%,” Airhart said.

At the conclusion of the study, she found statistical 
significance in spelling and comprehension abilities  

among students exposed to Corrective Reading. In 
addition, greater mean gains were achieved by those  
same students in all decoding, spelling, and  
comprehension tests. 

“The beauty of Corrective Reading is that it takes students 
from absolutely any individual Reading level to mastery,” 
Airhart said. “That’s why the district’s Reading Adoption 
Committee selected it, as well as Reading Mastery, to be 
the district’s two official intervention programs for at-risk 
students in Grades K–9, beginning with the 2007–2008 
school year.

-23The bottom line is this: Direct Instruction programs really do work. Non-readers can   

    become proficient readers, despite educational disabilities and socioeconomic status.-24

      Dr. Kathleen Airhart, Director of Schools 

19-23� Within 51 weeks, several Grade 9  students, who had never been exposed  to Corrective Reading before made three- and four-year gains.-24 Dr. Kathleen Airhart, Director of Schools 





“Our 50-minute daily instruction is very structured,” 
he said. “Corrective Reading is tightly sequenced and 
addresses the varied reading deficits among our students. 

The program’s Word Attack reinforces word recognition 
through repetition, which leads to comprehension. 
Teachers find it easy to use; it requires very little planning 
because explicit directions are right there in front of you.”

Achieving Lightbulb Moments
Cochran said “aha” moments occur often – every time 
students achieve mastery. 

“It’s so interesting to watch their pride grow as they move 
from one level to another,” he said. “And we know we can 

assess their progress at any time to pinpoint places where 
they need additional intervention.”

Even though there might be only three Corrective Reading 
classes during the 2007–2008 school year, Cochran said the 
program will remain strong at the school.

“A few students will always need intervention, so 
Corrective Reading will always be here.”

“We moved from the very bottom to the top in just a year! It’s so interesting to 

  watch students’ pride grow as they move from one level to another.”

    Principal Tom Cochran
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Assessment System (MCAS) jumped 20 percentage points 
during the first year of implementation. Angelli said scores  
declined slightly in 2006 because of a large influx of 
Special Education and ELL students reading below the 
Grade 3 level. Seventy-five percent of Angelli’s students 
during the 2005–2006 school year didn’t live in English-
speaking homes.

“We grab these scared, fragile kids as quickly as we can 
to give them the decoding skills they need to boost their 
confidence and get them on their way. Corrective Reading 
gives me the tools to help them succeed,” she said.

Despite the Grade 7 dip in scores, Grade 8 students 
outperformed the district in 2006: 61% scored Proficient 
or Advanced in English Language Arts, compared to 52% 
district-wide. “This shows what we can accomplish over 
time with our students,” Angelli said.
 
“The very structure and predictability of Corrective Reading  
makes sense for students,” she said. “And the point system 
within the program provides instant gratification, which 
means they buy in at the very beginning. The incentive is 
simple, yet extremely rewarding – ‘I’m becoming a  
better reader each day.’ ”

Discipline Problems Decline
Success with Corrective Reading was quite quick on the 
disciplinary front as well.

“Within two weeks, discipline problems virtually 
disappeared,” Angelli said. “That’s because Corrective 
Reading is so intense and engaging that students soon 
realized they were gaining the skills necessary to be 
successful. These kids are completely aware of what they 
are lacking, which really hurts and often manifests itself 
in inappropriate behavior. The rapid rate at which students 
acquire skills and confidence with this program quickly 
diminishes the need to act out.”

New Year, Continued 





“�I have been in Corrective Reading 

since August 2004. I have improved 

a lot since then. I know how to read 

more fluently now. It has helped  

me in my other subjects. I like 

Corrective Reading because you 

can earn points. Corrective Reading 

is fun because you get to read 

about dinosaurs and redwood 

trees. There is nothing I don’t like 

about Corrective Reading. I would 

recommend it to another class.”
	

  Grade 6 Student, Level C, Lesson 58
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