
California Reading First School Uses
Direct Instruction as Intervention Tool,
English Language Development Scores Increase

Santa Lucia Elementary School experienced dramatic results when it began using
SRA/McGraw-Hill’s Direct Instruction as an Intervention program to help Grade 1
English-language learner students who were struggling with reading.

Direct Instruction’s Language for Learning was introduced to 50 first graders in
fall 2003. Their scale scores on the Listening and Speaking sections of the
California English Language Development Test (CELDT) increased by 77 points
when they took the test in Grade 2. Another group of Grade 1 students who did not
take Direct Instruction only gained 48 points by Grade 2.

The Intervention program expanded the following year to include 91 struggling
English-language learners in Grades 1-5. They gained 43 points on the CELDT
from 2004 to 2005. During that same time frame, 229 English-language learners in
Grades 1-5 who did not experience Direct Instruction gained 16 points.

Average Points Gained by Grade 2 Students on 
Listening and Speaking Sections

Source: California English Language Development Test (CELDT)
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Categorical Resource Teacher Cathy Schulz Brown said Direct Instruction’s
Language for Learning is an excellent intervention tool that makes a big difference
for Grade 1 students at Santa Lucia Elementary School.

Santa Lucia Elementary School; King City, CA

About the School:

Grades: K-5

Number of Students: 802

Test(s): API/CELDT

Reduced Price Lunch: 77%

About the Students:

African American: -

Caucasian: 6%

Hispanic: 93%

Asian: -

Other: 1%

ELL 69%
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