
Direct Instruction Helps Milwaukee Schools
Increase Reading Scores

Direct Instruction had a direct impact on reading scores of Milwaukee elementary
students using the program. Of the 23 elementary schools chosen to participate in a
Reading First Grant in 2003, 11 schools implemented SRA/McGraw-Hill’s Direct
Instruction reading programs that fall, and the remaining 12 schools chose other
programs.

After students in all schools took the Wisconsin Reading Comprehension Test
(WRCT) in 2004 and 2005, it became clear that students in the 11 Direct
Instruction schools achieved a higher average gain from 2004 to 2005 than students
in non-Direct Instruction schools. Direct Instruction schools demonstrated an
average gain of 6 percentage points, while non-Direct Instruction schools showed
an average gain of -0.3 percentage points.

Bryant Elementary School experienced the largest average gain on the WRCT
between 2004 and 2005. In 2004, 59% of students scored Proficient or Advanced,
and in 2005, that percentage rose to 79.
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