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Impor:an: civic activiies, & ch as vo:ing, vl n:eering, and par:icipating in gre. ps are vql n:ar.
There are no immediate penalies for failing 0 do these things. If 5 e eypect millions of agh I:s 0
choose 0 be active and informed ci:idens thre@ ghe ¢ their lives, xle m st help them develop habi:s
of engagement: Jhen theys are /@ ng. One ja[/ :0 form a habi: oflivic engagemen: is o ake

informed ac:ion ¢ ring social i dies class.
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The# orld is, and alxay/s has been, deeply interconnec:ed. Becoming afi Il informed and responsible
ci:ideh of :he United|S:ates meang, nderstanding these global connec:ions and being axare of the
jorld bejsond the nation’s borders. 1

4
U deis a. g gHs e
i dents become more informed s hen they/ learn that American history/ and xorld history/ are closely
linked. The United States emerge;i as areg l:of interactions bewgeen & ropqan seulers and Native
Americans, conf ic:s among | ropean empires, and the Atlantic slafe wrade. Even ¢ ring colonial :@imes,
Americans sere involved in long-disiance wrade neugorks. The pop: lation of North America ref ects
massive anq contipe ing migra:ion from all of :he inh;‘bized contdnents. In rn, the United States has
inf, enced the res: of the 1orld as areg l:of its militar and political po»‘er, economy, and ¢ s re.

U‘Qg,;s a‘g‘*G rba C a e. 4fs a»QRea (,sll:s

Informed ci:i#ens knox tha: many/ of the xorld’s mos: signi cant isg es are in:ernational. For eqyample,
it doesn’t matter ;herg on Earth a :on ofqarbon is ey:racted and f rned; it still akects the climate of
the United States.|A pandemic can s:artin any region and spread thre. ghe: : the xorld. Addressing
challenges that akec: all of, sregq ires international cooperation. b‘

Nations coopera:e by nego:iaing treaties and coming :ogether in varig. s grer ps. They/ also
eqchange diploma:s and hon & Mmmi: mee:ings. Meanghile, people cooperate across borders by

joining interna:ional organi‘a:ions and movemen:s. Ledrning abg ¢ :these forms and methods of
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Manys Americans have personal memories of c@ ntries from s hich thes migrated or family members

mho ares rst-generation immigrants. When su dents kno. abl. : their omn families’ ce neries, ¢ v res,
3 in the social ;] dies classroom. In m,

rreading all sp dents xith respec: reg ires some, n

nd regions of origin, :hes can contrily e tha: knoxledg
»!jers:andmg of their c ntries of origin.

Tii' es 1 C. e gk

Indivigh als hold legal ci:i‘enship only xithin partig lar ce nries. Being a citiden of :he United S:ates
comes qi:h speck c rights  and respoqsibili:ies thatall su dents she Id learn. ltis also val able o

atlegal ci:ibnship means in some other ce. ntries.

learn x;‘

Q rcit Anship doesn’: eqtend t0 @ rnation alone. Rather, me are cicidens of all the comm nities 0
mhich me belong, from a child’s kindergarten classroom 103

1® :he mhole de Being afi Il responsible and capable agl I: means learning 0 be responsible a:

social media platform that a person, ses

many d|kerenllevels.
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It remains val able 0 learn mho collec:s and presen:s the nexs and o disting ish varig. s forms of
nexs media, ingh ding blogJ podcas:s, and homemade vide(:‘s, as mell as nemspaper articles and
newyork :elevision programs. The media environmen: changes rapiqll/, and so)]he:imes g den:s are
mor ajjare of it than agh I:s are. Indeed, /¢ th HOW pla|/ signk can: roles as genera:ors of neT media

and as :he people );‘:o decide jhac nels spreads|:o large a diences.

Qi dents she Id belence raged!to ask ¢ estions abg ¢ the s@ rce, motives, val es, and fag: al basis
of everything the|s choose :0 read or Tjtch and share T:h others.

Ac- ‘e-“‘*Ne s L. e,'acm'

ltis perhaps more importan: than ever :0 have a basic gre. nding in political si/s:ems, democratic

val es, and scient® ¢ me:hods. We need :hose val es and me:hods 0 help, s choose shich s rces
and evidence 0 i, st A solid social s dies ¢ rrig i m provides s den:s xith the conc@p:s, methods,
and val es theys need :0 naviga:e the media. j
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One challenge is choosing appropriate isg es for disg ssion. At least some topics that i den:s

disg ssin a social s dies classroom she Id be debated oday. §: den:s need eyperience :alking
ab@ tthe topics that divide, sin the presen:, no:j s:maters that iere resolved in the past. Events
(g chas arecen:nas ral disaster) may be morth addressing in a claps, b ¢ thes are not “isg es.

Isg es involve choices ab@ ¢ xhich peoplqdisagree. For esample, ;hatshe Id be done abg t crime,
homelessness, or religion s pe]seg tion’? ]

The choice of anisg e 0 disg ss might depend on the make p of a parti¢ lar class. If all sz dents
happen t0 agree ab@ :a givenisg e, itis no:an interesting or appropriate :opic for dis¢ ssion as it
does not contain mu liple perspecives. If su den:s are likelys to split along the lines of iden:iy/, & ch as
gender or race, a topic may/ be dikq It :0 manage in xay/s :ha: benes : everyone. Disagreemen: can
be fo nd in every classroom; ho,)y‘ever, some :0opics ﬂ

Il divide a gre: p in, npredictable xays. These
isg es make eqcellen: choices :ol|disg ss. 1

Promote active ciidenship in /@ 1 classroom.
To learn more abg: ¢ @ r programs, visit:
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