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Close Reading in Elementary Classrooms
By Dr. Douglas Fisher 
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Overview
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The recipe reader is reading for details, while the bedtime story reader is reading for comfort and 
enjoyment. The map of the zoo requires skimming and scanning of the layout in order to locate the 
elephant enclosure. In each case, the reader adjusts one’s reading based on purpose. 
Understanding one’s purpose for reading is a metacognitive process that supports a reader’s 
comprehension of text (Paris, Wasik, & T
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While these informational texts utilize narrative structures more frequently at the elementary 
level to explain concepts and events, they can still tax a young reader’sunderstanding. Consider 
this opening passage from Gibbons’s (1996) Recycle! A Handbook for Kids:






