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Overview 
The Stamford Public School district in Stamford, Connecticut is part of 
the Greater New York metropolitan area and is the fifth largest district in 
Connecticut. Stamford Public Schools (SPS) serve over 8,000 elementary 
students at 15 different schools.

More elementary school students in the district identify as Hispanic than any 
other race, and Stamford Public Schools students speak over 65 languages at 
home, including Afrikaans, Japanese, and Yoruba. 52 percent of students in the 
Stamford district are eligible for the Free and Reduced Lunch program.

Support for State Standards Adds up  to Success at Stamford Public Schools 
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Stamford teachers once struggled to maintain 
consistency in math education across schools and 
classrooms. “In the past, if you were a parent who 
had twins in two different classrooms, they would  
be getting radically different instruction,” said  
Brian Byrne, former Curriculum Associate for 
Elementary Math. 

To solve this problem, the Stamford Board of 
Education worked side-by-side with the SPS 
curriculum team to find a unifying math program. 
They chose Everyday Mathematics®, which the district 
successfully used for almost 10 years. When Everyday 
Mathematics 4 was released in 2015, the district was 
quick to adopt the latest iteration of the program.

Implementation
In 2016, Stamford Board of Education implemented 
Everyday Mathematics 4 in its elementary schools 
because it is specifically engineered for state 
standards. 

“We now have the opportunity to have fewer 
lessons, go more in-depth with the lessons we 
do, and really focus on the standards,” says 
Natalie Elder, Director for School Improvement 
and Professional Development for Elementary. 
“Differentiating instruction during learning stations 
allows teachers to really home in on learning gaps.” 

The technology in Everyday Mathematics 4, allows 
Stamford elementary teachers to easily record data 
and provides detailed reports they use to identify 
which students might be struggling to master 
specific state standards, as well as which students 
are ready for a challenge.

“I’m seeing a big difference in student performance 
since we started using Everyday Mathematics,” says 
Jon Kolman, curriculum associate for elementary 
and science. “Instead of the focus being on rote 
memorization of facts, the focus is on concepts. So, 
students have a better understanding of not just 
what the answer is, but why the answer is what it is.”

Student Engagement
Cutting-edge resources are an integral part of the 
comprehensive approach of Everyday Mathematics 4. 
The program provides real-life examples, frequent 
practice and various problem-solving methods, and 
it includes a digital grade book, assessments, and 




