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Overview 
The Norman Public School District, which is located near the University 
of Oklahoma, serves 16,000 students across K–12, with 17 elementary 
schools for K–5 students. 49% of students in the district qualify for the  
Free or Reduced Lunch Program.
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Norman Public Schools Build Algebraic 
Thinking With Everyday Mathematics

CASE STUDY
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The stated mission of the Norman Public School 
District is to prepare and inspire students to 
reach their full potential. This mission shines 
through the district’s approach to teaching 



3

games online—games that reinforce what they’ve 
learned in class. Teachers can see students’ work 
and track their progress toward mastery of math 
concepts. This information is useful to teachers 
if they have to adjust what they’re teaching or to 
identify students who might need extra help. 

Teachers in Norman credit Everyday Mathematics with 
an impact felt throughout the community. “Everyday 
Mathematics got kids talking about math,” says 
Cochran. “Football is big in Norman, and I heard kids 
making up number games with their parents during 
football games. I never thought I’d hear kids talking 
about numbers in public!” 

Results
Fast-forward a decade, and Everyday Mathematics is 
still empowering elementary school teachers and 
students in the Norman Public School District. In 
2016, students in grades 3–5 scored an average of 
6% higher on the Oklahoma School Testing  
Program Math test than other students in 
Oklahoma. Equally impressive is that Norman’s 
Algebra I students scored 10% higher than their 
peers in other districts.

For more information, visit mheonline.com/em4da 
View, comment, share this story online at DAmag.me/edm 

ABOUT EVERYDAY MATHEMATICS:

Everyday Mathematics is a comprehensive Pre–K through Grade 6 mathematics program engineered for the Common Core State 
Standards and grounded in an extensive body of research into how children learn. Among the approaches on which the program 
is most closely based is “distributed practice,” a technique that involves repeated exposures to key ideas in different contexts over 
time. The program’s signature spiral curriculum uses distributed practice to help students build depth of knowledge and achieve 
long-term mastery of concepts and skills.

MA17 M 13194


