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for a Mars program. We need to do it now, with all the nations of the world working together. Like the great explorers of earlier 
years, we should keep our eyes fixed firmly on the future and do something to save humanity. 

TEACHER SCRIPT

•  “This is a position paper on Mars. Panel, go to the front of the room”.  

•	  (Call on a student not in the panel.) “Read one of the problems you  
	 see with the author’s evidence or the conclusions. Read just one  
	 problem”. (Student reads.)

•  “Who on the panel wants to respond to that problem? Review the  
	 key ideas expressed. Draw your own conclusions about the evidence  
	 presented”. (Call on a student. Praise panel and students for good  
	 problems and good responses to problems.) 

•  (For remaining problems, call on individual students to read problems not previously discussed. Praise panel and students  
	 for good problems and good responses to problems.)

•  (Continue having those against the author’s position as questions until the class has presented the various problems  
	 in the passage.)

•  “Let’s review what we heard today”. (Call on several students to summarize different points made by students and  
	 explain how the points were supported by reasons and evidence.)

Use this activity to engage your grade 5 students in debate. In this 

activity, students read an article or passage (below) about a topic 

and search out the problems and have a debate with the class.
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For more information, visit mheonline.com/readingmastery

https://www.mheducation.com/prek-12/program/microsites/MKTSP-UQV01M01.html?cid=prt%7cmhse%7cIAA_-_RD_-_Reading_Mastery_-_2020Q2FY_-_2196_-_RM_Transformations_Vanity%7cDirect_Mail%7cLearn_More%7c7010y00000178oD&utm_Portfolio=IAA&utm_LinkType=PRIMCTA&utm_Funnel=IAA-TOFU&utm_Portfolio=IAA&utm_Lead_Source=Direct_Mail&utm_Lead_Source_Most_Recent=Direct_Mail&utm_Lead_Source_Detail=MHES_2020_Reading_Mastery_Transformations_Collateral_Learn_More&utm_Lead_Source_Detail_Most_Recent=MHES_2020_Reading_Mastery_Transformations_Collateral_Learn_More&utm_SFDC_Campaign_ID=7010y00000178oD&utm_SFDC_Campaign_ID_Most_Recent=7010y00000178oD

