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“We were looking for texts that addressed the complexity and rigor of the new standards,” 
said De Le Peña, “and Wonders was the only solution that presented three pieces of text to the 
students each week that met that benchmark.” The Reading/Writing Workshop serves as the 
foundation, “where we start teaching the weekly skills and strategies.” 
The Literature Anthology features authentic texts that increase in 
complexity and length, and the paired texts are the basis for thematic 
analysis. “Having those three pieces of text connected thematically, 
including half fiction and half nonfiction, helps our students understand 
how to apply the standards across multiple genres and in longer texts, 
which builds stamina.”

Ms. De La Peña called out the Access Complex Text (ACT) routine in 
the Teacher’s Edition as “a great scaffolding tool that helps make our 
teachers aware of what makes that text complex and what students 
might be tripping over. It gives them tools and strategies to support 
those elements and by extension provides teachers with a bridge to  
help their students.” 

Wonders’ digital resources, which are housed on the ConnectED platform, have also made an 
impact in Miami-Dade: All of the teacher resource books, the different skills and lessons, 
and even Vicki Gibson’s Managing Small Groups. Being able to easily navigate the plethora 
of resources on ConnectED ensures that our teachers are using them. The professional 
development on ConnectED is really a great resource.” All of these resources build a digital 
professional library for our teachers.
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We understand that class performance can improve due to a number of factors, including the innate ability and prior 
education of the students participating, as well as differences among professors and their pedagogies. We believe that, 
even taking these factors into account, Wonders can contribute to improvements in student outcomes.




