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Introduction

The future of the United States will be impacted by the quality of instruction offered to English 
learners. If that statement sounds like hyperbole, consider that the number of English learners in 
our schools has reached nearly 5 million, comprising about 10 percent of the U.S. school population. 
English learners are also the fastest growing student population, far exceeding the growth of the 
overall school population (NCES, 2016).

Although many English learners are immigrants, the vast majority of English learners were born in 
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“You do,” “We do”). Once students see how to accomplish a task and practice doing it, they move 
more quickly to working independently and completing the task. Finally, active engagement and 
participation by students enhances learning. Students cannot be expected to learn unless they are 
provided opportunities to engage in meaningful instructional activities during lessons.

Additional Supports for English Learners

English learners require additional supports beyond what we know are effective practices for all 
students. Some of these supports are intended to build English learners’ language proficiency in 
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